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MrSpeaker,

Allowmetopaymyrespectstoyouandthroughyouto:

HisMajestyKingLetsieIIIandHeadofState
TheRightHonourablethePrimeMinisterandHeadofGovernment
TheHonourablePresidentoftheSenate
TheChiefJusticeandJudgesoftheHighCourt
TheHonourableDeputyPrimeMinisterandLeaderoftheHouse

MyColleagues,HonourableMinistersofHisMajesty’sGovernment
HonourableMembersofbothHousesofParliament
TheirExcellencies,HeadsofDiplomaticMissionsandInternational
Organisationspresenthere
DistinguishedmembersoftheMedia
TheentireBasothonationhereinLesothoandabroad
LadiesandGentlemen

Introduction
1. MrSpeaker,this2020/21BudgetmarksthefourthBudgetofthisCoalition
Governmentandpaveswayfortheelectionin2022.Iam honouredtoonceagain
standbeforethishonourableHousetopresentestimatesforthecomingfiscalyear.

2. Mr.Speaker,forthepastthreeyears,thisAdministrationhasbeenleadingan
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efforttorebuildoureconomywithinverychallengingeconomicandfiscalconditions,
buton many occasions where ourcountry has been underdistress,ithas
demonstrated overwhelming resilience.WhenwetookOfficeinJune2017,we
inheritedafinancialandeconomiccrisischaracterisedbydepletedinternational
reservesandslowstructuralgrowth.Atthetime,weassumedthattheproblem was
merelycyclicalandwouldsoondisappear,butithaspersistedandnow wefully
comprehendthatourwoesemanateinpartfrom factorswehavecontrolover.
PersistenteconomicslowdowninSouthAfrica,slow growthofourexportsand
volatilityofSACUrevenues—noneofwhichLesothohascontrolover--havenegatively
impactedoureconomy.Thedomesticandexternalreservescushion—whichLesotho
hascontroloverwerealreadydepletedin2017,andthusprovidedlittlepolicycover
toabsorbtheexternalshocks.

3. Mr.Speaker,themandateofthisCoalitionGovernmentremainsclear;to
providethecitizenswithanhonest,clean,transparentandeffectiveadministration;
revitaliseaneconomyafterseveralyearsofeconomicstagnation;implementan
innovativeapproachtoacceleratinginvestmentandjobcreation;andrepairthefiscal
accounts,whichwereseriouslydamagedbywastefulexpenditure.Wewerealso
mandatedbythepeopletoregenerateconfidenceandtrustinthemanagementof
thecountry’sfiscus.

4. Atthisstage,IwouldliketosharewiththisHonourableHouseourreporton
theperformanceofthebudgetadoptedattheendofMarch2019.

Someresultsachievedfrom the2019/2020budget
5. Mr.Speaker,theMinistryofFinancehasappointedthePublicProcurement
Tribunalthatwilladdressesgrievancesfrom unsuccessfulbidders,inatimelyand
lesscostlymanner,comparedtothetraditionalcourtsystem,thusleadingtofaster
resolutionofprocurementdisputes.Thiswillalsoaidincreatingtransparencyand
accountability,thuscreatingafavourableenvironmentforefficientprivatesector
participationintheeconomy.

6. Inanendeavourtoenhancegovernmentrevenue,thefollowingbillshavebeen
tabledbeforetheNationalAssembly:TaxAdministrationBill,VATBill,IncomeTax
BillandCustomsBill.VATratehasalsobeenstandardized.Furthermore,oillevyhas
beenrevisedfrom 80Lisenteto110Lisentefortheperiod2019/20.Mr.Speaker,the
Billontheintroductionof15percentand30percentleviesonalcoholandtobacco
productsisalsoinitsfinalstagesofpreparationfortablingbeforeParliament.The
policyonofunlimitedtelephoneexpenseswasrepealedbyCircular1of2018.Loans
havebeeneliminatedandgovernmentcannotpayanMPs

7. Mr.Speaker,ayearago,wepronouncedtheneedforministriestoreviewtheir
feesandchargesinordertokeepthem inlinewiththeprincipleofannualcost
recovery.TheMinistriesofWater,Home-Affairs,andAgricultureandFoodSecurity
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havereviewedfeesandfinesandarenow poisedtomaintaincostparity.The
MinistriesofWater,ofHome-Affairs,andofAgricultureandFoodSecurityhave
reviewedfeesandfinesandarenowpoisedtomaintaincostparity.TheMinistryof
Policeispresentlyworkingonlegislationtoreviewallitsoutdatedfeesandfines.

8. MrSpeaker,Icanalsoconfirm thatCabinethasapprovedthatMPsloansbe
eliminated,andthatGovernmentshouldundernocircumstancessettletheseloans.I
canalsoconfirm thatministersflybusinessclass,whereastheyusedtoflyfirst
class.ExpensiveSUVvehiclesforministersandjudgeshavebeenreplacedwith
morecost-effectivedieselPradovehiclesaswellasdieselsedans.

9. Mr.Speaker,letmetakethismomenttoalsoinform theHousethatthe
MinistryisexploringthepossibilityofintroducingMid-YearBudgetReviewthatwill
beusedtotrackprogressonthepoliciesoutlinedinthebudgetspeechandalsoas
anadditionaltooltoimprovebudgettransparencyandallocativeefficiency.

10. Inow turntothe2020/21budgetproposals,byfirstlayingouttheglobal,
regionalanddomesticeconomicandfinancialcontextsandsummarisingpolicies
andfinancialproposals.

Globalandregionalmacroeconomicdevelopments
11. MrSpeaker,asasmallandopeneconomy,Lesothoisnotdivorcedfrom
developmentsintheglobaleconomy.Thegrowthuptickin2017,begantoslowdown
inlate2018.A greatdealhaschanged:US-Chinatradetensionshaveescalated
togetherwithgeopoliticaltensionsthathavecreatedandsustainedvolatilityinworld
oilprices.markets.Creditconditionshavetightened.Takentogether,thesefactors
have contributed to significantly weaker globalexpansion.The International
MonetaryFund(IMF)hasloweredits2019growthforecaststo2.9percentfrom an
earlierforecastthatsawgrowthexceeding3percent.Thingscouldhoweverpickup
somewhatwithglobalgrowthprojectedat3.3percentin2020and3.4percentin
2021.However,theserosyforecastsdependentirelyontheextenttowhichtheUS
andChinawillbeabletoresolvetheirtradetensions.TheimpactoftheNovel
Coronavirusisnowanaddedriskwhichpunditsareyettoaccuratelypredict.

12. Growthinsub-SaharanAfricawillstrengthento3.5percentin2020from an
estimated 3 percent.Prevailing structuralconstrains and deteriorating public
financeswhichtendtoholdbackbusinessconfidenceandprivateinvestmentin
SouthAfricaisexpectedtodampentheseforecastsinthenearterm.Andinturn
haveaknock-oneffectontheentireSACUregion,butmoresoonLesothogivenits
closelinkswiththeneighbour.

13. MrSpeaker,IsharetheserealitieswiththisHouse,sothatoureconomic
turmoilorsuccessisbestunderstoodinthewiderglobalandregionalcontexts.
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Domesticeconomicdevelopmentsandoutlook
14. MrSpeaker,asInowturntodomesticeconomicdevelopmentsandoutlook,
allow metoremindtheentireBasothoNationandtheHonourableHousethatin
2000,thecountryparticipatedinaNationalDialoguewheremorethan5hundred
stakeholdersfrom differentsectorsoftheeconomyputtheirheadstogethertoform
avisionwhichwecalled“Vision2020”.TheVisionstatedthat“Bytheyear2020,
Lesothoshallbeastabledemocracy,aunitedandprosperousnationatpeacewith
itselfand its neighbours.Itshallhave a healthy and well-developed human
resourcebase.Itseconomywillbestrong,itsenvironmentwellmanagedandits
technologywellestablished”

15. MrSpeaker,thisleapyear2020isthetestdateforourvision.TheMinistryof
DevelopmentPlanningshouldquicklyundertakeanassessmentofourperformance
onthislong-term goal.Thatsaid,MrSpeaker,itisanecdotallyevidentthatwehave
notreachedourloftygoals.Indeed,thepurposeofthisbudgetistotrytomovethe
needleinallthegoalsofthatpowerfulvision.Politicalstabilityremainsinquestion;
halfofourpeoplearepoorandhungry;andnearly2in5childrendonothavethe
nutritiontheyneedtoachieverequiredbodyandcognitivegrowth.

16. MrSpeaker,asalreadyindicated,Lesothoremainsapoorandfragilecountry.
BeforeIlayoutGovernment’splans,Iwouldliketotalktomycolleaguesinthis
housesothatweallunderstandinfullthedevelopmentchallengesthatfaceus.
Povertyfellfrom 57percentin2002—3in5people—to50percentin2017—a7
percentdrop,butittook15yearstoachievethatmodestgoal;andthepovertylevel
isstillveryhigh.Itisimportanttonotethatwhilenearly50,000peopleescaped
povertyinthisperiod,itchangedverylittleintheruralmountainareasoverthissame
period.Nearly800,000peopleliveintheruralareasandthisisthepopulationthat
mustincreasinglybetargeted bythisand futurebudgets.According to recent
reports,morethan500,000peopleintendistrictsarenowseverelyfoodinsecure,30
percentofwhichareintheruralareasand13percentintheurbanareas.This
representsanincreaseofmorethan64percentfrom lastyear.Theareasthatare
hardesthitare Mosalemane,Thaba Putsoa,Makhaleng,‘Maliepetsane,Qaqatu,
Ketane,Hloahloeng,ThabaMoea,Semena,Mashai,andSenqu.

17. Education and skills development,formaljobs,and mining remittances
explainthedeclineinpovertyinurbanareas.Buttodecisivelytargetpovertyinthe
ruralareas,governmentmusttargetdeliveryofbasicroad infrastructure,early
childhooddevelopment,provisionofschoolsandclinicsandtheraisingofboth
educationandhealthoutcomesintheseareasandprovisionofelectricitytoallrural
schoolsandclinics.

18. MrSpeaker,HonourableMembers;povertycomeswithotherveryimportant
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deprivations.Itis notby accidentthatourMajesty is the African Union’s
AmbassadorforNutrition,WorldBank’sChampionforHumanCapital,andSpecial
AmbassadorofFAOonNutrition.ItisbecauseLesothosuffershighincidencesof
stunting;nearly2in5childrenunder5yearsofagearestunted,whichmeansthey
sufferretardedgrowthanddevelopmentasaresultofbothprenatalandpostnatal
mother-childmalnutrition.Thisalsomeansthatsuchchildrenwillperform poorlyin
schoolandwillneverbeabletoparticipatefullyintheeconomy.Mokhotlong(43.3
percent),ThabaTseka(43.3percent),Mohale’sHoek(36.7percent)andBerea(37.8
percent)arethedistrictsthataremostaffected.Mostimportantly,thesearethe
sameareasthatarealsoaffectedseverelybypoverty.

19. Tounderstandfullytheimpactsofmalnutritionandlearnbestpracticesinthe
regionhisMajesty,inhiscapacityastheNutritionChampionhostedanutrition
conferenceinearly2019.Twokeyoutcomesoftheconferencewere:

o Thefirst1000daysofchild’slifearemostcriticalforahealthyand
knowledgeablelife;

o Fighting malnutrition requires a multi-disciplinary approach, inter-
ministerialcollaborationandsubsidiarity.

20. MrSpeaker,the key message to the Honourable House is thatthe
GovernmentofLesothowillnotachievemuchbycontinuingtoworkinthetraditional
mannerofsilosandcentralisedpower.

21. Thehouseisalsoinvitedtonotethattheeconomicperformancefor2019/20
wasmarkedbyweakrecoveryfollowingdisappointinggrowthin2018/19.Economic
growthfor2019/20isestimatedat1.4percent.Thispoorgrowthisattributedto
poorperformanceinallsectorsoftheeconomy,particularlythemanufacturingsub-
sector,whichrecordedslowergrowthof7.6percentagainststronggrowthof12.4
percentin2018/19.Ontheotherhand,externaldemandconditionsremainless
encouragingfordiamondexportsfollowinggrowthofsyntheticdiamondscoupled
withpoorUS-Chinatraderelations(OurdiamondsareauctionedinBelgium,cutand
polishedinIndiaandsoldtoChinaforfurtherprocessing.TheUSisthemajor
consumer).

22. MrSpeaker,asatDecember2019,headlineinflationasreported bythe
BureauofStatistics,wasestimatedat4.8percent,reflecting0.2percentagepoints
increasefrom theobservedNovember2019rate.Thisincreaseinoverallpriceswas
specificallyobserved onFood and Non-AlcoholicBeverageswhichgrew by7.4
percent,followedbyClothingandFootwearat4.4percent.The2020/21inflation
outlookisexpectedtoremainroughlyunchangedasfoodpricescontinuetodictate
themedium-term pricechanges.

23. Regardingtheofficialinternationalreserves,thelevelofreservesremained
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withinthemarginsof4monthsofimportcoverandareexpectedtoremainwell
above3monthsofimportcoveroverthemedium-term,withmodestimprovement
during2020/21duetotheexpectedincreaseinSACUtransfers.

24. Turning now to the externalsector,ourbalance ofpayments remains
vulnerabletoexternalshocks.Overthepasttwoyears,thecurrentaccountdeficit
hasdeclinedasaresultofimproveddiamondexportsandtheprimaryincome
account.In2020/21,SACUreceiptsaresettorecoverbyabout44.3percentrelative
to the2019/20receipts.Thecurrentaccountpositionisthereforeexpectedto
improvefurther.Withtheemergenceofmedicalcannabisexpectedtoboostjob
creationandtheexportsearningsintheshorttomedium-term.

TheGovernmentSector
25. Forthe2020/21fiscalyear,totalrevenueisexpectedtoincreaseto53.5
percentofGDPfollowingstrongerthanexpectedSACUrevenueshares,coupled
withgrowthofVAT.SACUrevenuessharesforLesothoareexpectedtototalM8.9
billionagainstaprojectedM6.53billion.VATgrowthof7.2percentwillresultfrom
additional3percentVATontelecommunications.However,thegrantcomponentof
ourrevenueisprojectedtodroptoM1billionagainstM1.2billionreceivedin
2019/20.

26. MrSpeaker,againsttheseforecastinrevenuesweexpecttotalexpenditureto
increaseto58.1percentofGDPorM22billion.Onceagain,weexpectthegeneral
Governmentwagebilltodrivetotalspending.

Sectoralpoliciesandactions
27. MrSpeaker,havingdevelopedthesecondNationalStrategicDevelopment
Plan (NSDP II),which emphasises private sectordevelopmentand pursuing
sustainableinclusivegrowth,theGovernmentisidentifyingtheinvestmentsthatwill
createjobsneededforBasotho.Morethan77bankableprojectshavebeenidentified
from theprivatesectorwithatotalinvestmentofM20billionandmorethan30
thousandjobs.

28. In 2019,Lesotho undertook a Voluntary NationalReview (VNR)as a
mechanism fornationalintrospectiontoassessprogress,identifydevelopmentgaps
andpriorityareaswherestrategicinterventionsarerequired.Thereview revealed
thatnotableprogresshasbeenmadeinintegratingSustainableDevelopmentGoals
(SDGs)into nationalplans and policies.The main challenges thatremain are
effectiveoperationalisationoftheframeworksandreachingthebottom 40percent
(poorestandpoor),asthisagendacallsforleavingnoonebehindandreaching
furthestfirst.

29. MrSpeaker,thisshowsthatdespiteLesothoregisteringmoderateeconomic
growth between 2010 and 2016 and having arelativelygood socialprotection
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system inAfrica,povertylevels(49.8percent),unemployment(25.3percent)and
inequalityarehigh.Forthesereasons,thegovernmenthasprioritisedcombatting
povertythekeypriorityandtoaddresstheunderlyingissuesthatarereflectedin
otherSDGs. Italsorecognisestheneedtopayspecialattentionto themost
vulnerablegroupsincludingwomen,childrenyouth,elderlyandpeoplelivingwith
disabilityaswellasclosingrural–urbandisparities

30. During the year 2020/21,the Government willconduct the Lesotho
DemographicSurvey(LDS)andanAgriculturalCensus.TheLDSisconductedfive
yearsafterthedecennialcensustoupdatethecensusinformationandinform the
Governmentontheimmediateinterventionsneededonemergingissues.Withthe
Governmenthaving identified agriculture as a pillarofeconomic growth,the
AgriculturalCensuswillprovidedataonthestructureofagricultureinthecountry;for
policyformulation,developmentplanningaswellasmonitoringandevaluation.With
theGovernmenthavingidentifiedagricultureasapillarofeconomicgrowth,the
AgriculturalCensuswillprovidedataonthestructureofagricultureinthecountryfor
policyformulation,developmentplanningaswellasmonitoringandevaluation.The
datawillbeusedtobenchmarkandimprovecropandlivestockstatistics.

InvestmentSupport

31. MrSpeaker,inanendeavourtoimprovetheinvestmentclimateandreduce
thecostofdoingbusinessinthecountry,theMinistryofTradeandIndustryhas
enactedBusinessLicensingandRegistrationActNo.3of2019,whichwillmakeit
easiertostartabusiness.TheActaimsatintroducingrisk-basedbusinesslicensing
and flexible business regulation.Underthis law,businesses willbe licensed
dependingontherisktheyposetopublichealthorsafety,nationalsecurityor
environmentprotection.Thelaw prescribesalicensingprocedurethatissimple,
short,costeffectiveand responsiveto theneedsofthebusinessoperator.E-
licensingande-regulationssystem hasbeenlaunchedwhichwillfurtherimprovethe
easeofstartingabusiness,inthat,applicationforatrader’slicenseandcompany
registrationwillbedoneon-line.

32. TheMinistrywillalsolaunchtheLesothoStandardsInstitutionwithstaff
recruitedduringthefiscalyearandadedicatedbuildingcomingthereafter.The
institutionwillpromotedomesticinvestmentandexportsbyprovidingassurances
onthequalityofgoodsproducedinLesotho.

33. Theprocurementprocessforreview andupdatingofinvestmentpolicyand
theMSMEpolicyanddevelopmentofassociatedlegalframeworkshascommenced
andthetaskwillbecompletedwithin8calendarmonths.
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34. TheGovernmenthasdevelopedamicrofinanceprogrammeandpreparations
forimplementationoftheprogrammeareatanadvancedstage.Theprogram is
expectedtocreateavibrantandsustainableschemethatwillincreaseaccessto
qualityandcomprehensiveproductsandservicesbyeconomicallyactivegroupsand
individualMSMEs.Theinterventionwillalsostrengthencapacityofvariousrole
playerswithinthefinancialsectormarketsystem inLesotho.

35. MrSpeaker,to address skills and jobs mismatch,the Governmenthas
developedanapprenticestrategywiththeassistanceoftheAfricanDevelopment
Bank(AfDB).Inordertooperationalisethestrategy,atripartiteMemorandum of
Understanding(MoU)intendedtofacilitateestablishmentofatripartiteorganization
betweenGovernment,InstitutionsofHigherLearningandthePrivateSectorwas
signedbythethreePartiesinJuly2019.A proposalforimplementationofthe
Lesotho apprenticeship Strategyhas been approved byAfDB forfunding.The
fundingwillfacilitateimplementationoftherecommendationsoftheapprenticeship
strategyand in particular,establishmentofa dual-studyprogram wherebythe
graduatesofinstitutionsofhigherlearningaresufficientlyexposedtoindustryand
businesspracticestomatchtheneedsofthemarketand/orcanrelativelyeasilygo
intoself-employmentand/orbusiness.

36. TheGovernmentthroughthePrivateSectorCompetitivenessandEconomic
DiversificationProjecthascompletedanInstitutionalReview ofLNDCinorderto
improvetheorganization’soperationalefficiency.Thenew LNDCstructurehas3
strategicbusinessunitsnamely,TradeandInvestmentPromotion,Development
FinanceandPropertyDevelopment,andsupportingunit–CorporateServices.All
GeneralManagers have been recruited and a new strategic plan is under
implementation.Thestrategic,functionalandinstitutionalreformsweredesignedto
equip the LNDC to fulfilits mandate to initiate,promote and facilitate the
developmentofmanufacturingandprocessingindustries,miningandcommerceina
mannercalculatedtoraisethelevelofincomeandemploymentinLesotho.

37. MrSpeaker,the Governmentis working with the AfDB to undertake an
institutionalreviewoftheBasothoEnterpriseDevelopmentCorporation(BEDCO)and
theLesothoTourism DevelopmentCorporation(LTDC)toestablishwhetherthe
currentstructuresofthetwoparastatalsarefitforpurposeasinstitutionsoperating
inahighlycompetitiveglobalenvironmentandtorepositionthetwoorganisationsto
remainrelevantandcompetent.Workontheinstitutionalreview hascommenced
whiletheprocurementprocessforstrategicreviewofLTDCisatanadvancedstage.

38. WorkingwiththeAfDB financedEconomicDiversificationSupportProject
(EDSP),theGovernmenthaslaunchedaBusinessPlanCompetition(BPC)which
complements the existing LRA-Standard Bank-BEDCO “Bacha Entrepreneurship
Project”. Theaim ofBPC istoofferacomprehensivesolutiontotheissueof
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inaccessibilitytofinanceandenterprisedevelopmentsupportfacedbyBasothostart
-upsandentrepreneurswithacleargoaltofilterthebestentrepreneurswiththe
mostviablebusinessplansthatcanmakeamarkeddifferenceintheLesotho
economy.TheCompetitioncombinesfourmainsuccesspillarsforentrepreneurship,
whichareaccesstofinance,businessdevelopmentservices,technicalassistance
andmentorshiptoensureaholisticapproachtotacklethemajorchallengesfacing
entrepreneurshipecosystem inLesotho. TheBPC portalhasalsolaunchedand
madeaccessibletokeystakeholdersincludingBEDCO,Administration,Technical
TrainingTeam,BEDCOSteeringCommitteeandAdjudicationPanel.Todate,146
applicationshavebeenreceivedforreview andtheselectionwillbecompletedby
April2020.

39. MrSpeaker,totackleyouthunemployment,theGovernmentispartneringwith
theWorldBanktofacilitateestablishmentofaJobsPlatform withspecificfocuson
Entrepreneurship and youth employment. The initiative has three mutually
reinforcing pillars,namely:improving the businessenvironmentbyaccelerating
business environmentreforms,increasing marketcontestability,efficiency and
equity,improving governance and transparency,deepening financialmarkets
intermediation,andfacilitatinginvestmentininfrastructurethroughPPPs;expanding
theentrepreneurshipecosystem through,interalia,directsupporttoentrepreneurs,
broadeninganddeepeningaccesstofinance,strengtheningvaluechainsolutionsfor
jobinprioritysectors,andcreatingbusinessopportunitiesthroughdigitalplatforms;
andimprovingemployabilitythroughskillsdevelopment,mindsetchange,business
developmentsupport,businessincubationandsmartintermediationservices.The
platform isexpectedtostrengthencoordinationandcollaborationamongecosystem
players therebycreating an enabling environmentforcompetitiveness and job
creation.

40. TheGovernmentcontinuesto supporttheLesotho EnterpriseAssistance
Program (LEAP).LEAPisamatchinggrantschemelaunchedbytheGovernmentof
LesothowithIDA/WorldBanktohelpBasothoprivatecompaniesandbusiness
associationstoimprovetheircompetitivenessindomesticandexportmarkets.The
programmehastodatebeenreceivingapositiveresponsefrom theprivatesector,
consideringthelimitednumberofdirectbusinessdevelopmentservicesavailablefor
private sectorin the country.The numberofapplications received since the
inceptionoftheprogram hasbeenincreasingwith285applicationsapproved.The
streamlinedapplicationprocessesalsocontinuetoeaseprocessingofapplications,
thusreducingtimetakenfrom receiptofanapplicationtoitsapproval.Therateof
disbursementhasalsobeencumulativelyincreasingfrom M 2.8millioninDecember
2017toM4.6tomillioninDecember2019.

41. LesothohasrankedwellacrossseveralWorldBankEaseofDoingBusiness
measuresincludingstartingabusiness,gettingcreditandtradingacrossborders
and thisperformance isexpected to improve due to severalinterventionsthe
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Governmentis implementing through the Private SectorCompetitiveness and
EconomicDiversificationProject.

42. MrSpeaker,onTradingacrossborders,Lesothocurrentlyranks40outof190
countries.Significant progress has been made in upgrading the Customs
ManagementSystem–ASYCUDA.In addition,implementation ofthe LRA-SARS
connectivity solution is atan advanced stage and procurementprocess for
developmentofaLesothoNationalSinglePhasetoconnectLRAwithotherborder
agencieshasbeenlaunched.Workonthesinglephasewillbecompletedwithina
periodof12calendarmonths.

43. Lesotho currently ranks 94 on Getting Creditand this performance is
expectedtoimprovefurtherwiththedevelopmentofcreditscoringsystem and
enactmentoftheSecurityInterestinMoveablePropertyBill.

44. WithregardtostartingaBusiness,theBusinessRegistration,Licensingand
InspectionReform isprogressingwellwithlicensingregimeinplacetomakeitless
cumbersome,moretransparentandpredictable.Aspartoftheinitiativestosimplify
thestartingabusinessprocedureinLesotho,areform oftheinspectionregimefor
traders’licenses was introduced whereby a health certificate is no longera
requirementtoobtainatraders’licenseformostbusinessesitisrequiredonlyfor
activitieswithpotentialpublichealthorenvironment Consequently,thebusiness
creationprocessgotshortenedby14days(currently0days,from 14previously).As
aresultofthisreform,Lesothoimprovedby35positionsonstartingabusiness
indicatorandnow ranks84amongst190economiesinthe2020DoingBusiness
report rendering the country a Top Reformer on Starting a Business.
Operationalization ofthe Business Licensing and Registration Actof2019 is
expectedtofurtherimproveLesotho’sperformanceonstatingabusiness.

45. MrSpeaker,inordertosupportthedrivetofacilitatebetteraccesstofinance
forlocalprivatesector,theLNDChasdevelopedfinancialinstrumentstoaddress
specific and peculiarneeds ofsmallto medium enterprises in manufacturing,
agricultureandagro-processing,miningandquarryingaswellastourism.These
instrumentshavebeencompletedandwillbelaunchedandavailedtotheprivate
sectorduringtheyear2020toaddressfinancinggapsinthepreparationofprivate
sectorprojectsallthewaytobankability.Thesearemostlyprojectsthatarealigned
withtheNationalStrategicDevelopmentPlansandhavebeengonethroughthe
GovernmentofLesothoEconomicLabsprogramme.Otherfinancialinstrumentswill
covergrowthcapitalforfastgrowingSMMEs,specializedequipmentandcash-flow
riskformanufacturersandthecommercialfarmingcommunity,especiallythose
gearedtowardsexportsorimportsubstitution.

AllocationstoInvestmentMinistries
46. MrSpeaker,atthisstageIwouldliketoturntosectoralpoliciesandbudget
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proposals.Thetotalexpenditureproposalfor2020/21amountstoM21.9billion,of
whichM15.7billionaccountsforRecurrentExpenditureandM6.3billionaccounts
forGovernmentCapitalExpenditure.TheproposedTotalRevenueamountstoM20.2
billion,ofwhichM7.9billionrepresentstaxrevenue,M1.1billionrepresentsgrants,
M2.1billionrepresentsnon-taxrevenueandM8.9billionrepresentsSACUrevenue
shares.TheseproposalsresultinadeficitofM1.8billion,representingadeficitof
4.7percentofGDP.TheHeadsofexpenditurearetoonumeroustomentionthem all,
butwehaveattachedtablestotheprintedcopiesofthisBudgetSpeech,which
providedetailsonallocationsbyHeadandItem.

Tradeandindustry
47. MrSpeaker,theLesothoNationalDevelopmentCorporation(LNDC)continued
withitseffortstosupporttheindustrialisationpolicyoftheGovernmentofLesotho.
In the last financial2019/2020,LNDC launched the construction Tikoe III
infrastructureandfactoryshellsinMaseru.Theinvestment,tothetuneofM450
million,entailstheconstructionofroads,watertreatmentplant,andfactoryshells
with a capacity to accommodate about3,000 workers in manufacturing and
processing.Theprojectisexpectedtobecompletedattheendofnextyearin2021.

48. TheLNDCisalsoacceleratingtheconstructionoftheM800millionPhaseIof
theBeloinfrastructureandfactoryshellslaunchedin2018andisexpectedtobe
completedbytheendofthisyear.UponcompletionofPhaseI,theBeloIndustrial
Estatewillcreatejustover14,000jobsinmanufacturingandprocessing.Forboth
TikoeandBelo,LNDCisalreadyworkingondesigningapackagetoinvitetheprivate
sectortoinvestandbuildfactoryshellsinthephasesofthenextphasesofthese
developments.

49. MrSpeaker,inpartnershipwiththeprivatesector,theLNDCisconductinga
rangeofstudiesforthedevelopmentandoperationofthefirstSpecialEconomic
Zone(SEZ)inLesothowithpharmaceuticalandcannabishub,lightengineering,and
anagro-industrialzoneinthedistrictofMafeteng.Thiswillalsomarkthefirstpublic
privatepartnershipinthedesign,developmentandoperationofSEZsinLesotho.By
theendofthisyear,someoftheprivateinvestmentsareexpectedtoflowintosome
thespecializedhubswithintheSEZ.

50. InthedistrictofBerea,theCorporationwillembarkonfeasibilityanddesign
studiesforPublicPrivatePartnershipinthedevelopmentandoperationofaSpecial
EconomicZone(SEZ)anchoredprimarilyonagro-processing.TheLNDCwillalso
finaliseitsstudiesontheplannedfactoryestatesinTYwhichshallaccommodatea
diversesetofinvestments.

51. TheCorporationhascontinuedtoattractnewandexpansioninvestmentsin
theareasofnon-textilemanufacturing,particularlylightengineeringandautomotive
components,thoughlimitedfactoryspaceposesmajorconstraintsinconversionof
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theseopportunities.

52. Inpartnershipwiththeprivatesector,theCorporationhaslaunchedaM405
millionindustrialhempandsuperfoodsprojectinQeme,Maseruthisyearthatis
expectedtoberolled-outovera3-yearperiod.Theprojectwillcreatethousandsof
decentjobsfrom cultivatingandprocessingoffoodandpharmaceuticalproducts.

53. MrSpeaker,lastyear,theCorporationalsoembarkedonextensiveinvestment
promotionactivities,andundertookseveraldetailedcommercialfeasibilitystudies
andbusinessplanswithprivatepartnersintheareasoflivestock,grains,horticulture,
andaquaculture.Someoftheseprojectsaregoingforimplementationthisfiscal
year,coveringButhaButhe(Muela)downtoMafeteng.

ContinuedReformsandLocalisationoftheWoolandMohairIndustry
54. MrSpeaker,theGovernmentofLesothorecognisestheimportanceofthe
woolandmohairindustryandasaresulthasinvestedmorethanM400millionto
improveeconomicandclimaticresilienceoftheindustry.Lesothohas4million
smallstockonapproximately1.8millionhectaresofrangeland.Thecommercial
industryisestimatedataboutM900million,butgovernmentrecognisesthatthis
value could be increased bycarefullyselected interventions and investments.
Governmentalsorecognisesthatlessthanhalfofthesalevalueofwoolandmohair
goestothefarmers,withintermediariesbenefittingmorethanourpeoplewho
producethewoolandmohair.

55. Theinvestmentbygovernmententailsthefollowing actions:Sustainable
managementofrangelandworkingwithgrazingassociations,whichthemselvesare
beingempoweredforbettermanagement;promulgatinglegislationtostrengthen
controloverthecountry’srangelands;diffusingrangelandandanimalknowledge
amongstthe farmers and theirassociations with a view to improve overall
managementoftheindustry—sentinelsiteshavebeenselectedonwhichrangeland
healthstatisticsarebeingsampledandcollected;andadvocatingforimproved
breedsandfibrequalityincludingthroughsupplementarysubsidisedfeedingfor
betternutrition,expandedlocalfodderproduction,infusionofimprovedram andewe
breedsintothefarmersstocks—thefirstauctionsofimprovedramsandewestook
placelastmonthandthisprogram willbescaled-upsignificantlyduringthecoming
fiscalyear.

56. MrSpeaker,acullingandexchangeprogram inwhichoneimprovedram is
exchangedforfourhealthysmallstockisbeingimplementedandwillbescaledup
during the fiscalyear.Underthis program,87 Lesotho-bred rams have been
introduced inexchangeforover340 animalsremoved from therangeland.Mr
Speaker,Governmenthaslegislatedthelocalisationofthesaleofwoolandmohair
inLesothotointernationalmarkets.Thefirsthistoriccycle,the2018/19seasonof
woolandmohairlocalisation,hasbeencompleted.Thisnobleactionhasnotgone
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withoutchallenges.Ithasbeenreceivedwithmixedreactionsfrom thestakeholders,
someofwhichcalledforsomeamendmentstobemadeinthewoolandmohair
regulationstoenableasmoothbusinessenvironmentinthissub-sector.About
49,000woolandmohairfarmers’fibrewashandledandauctioned,yieldingM410
million,whichrepresentedhalfofthenationalclip.Itisworthmentioningthatthe
localisationofthesaleofwooland mohairhasresulted ingenerationof110
permanentjobs.

57. MrSpeaker,youwillrecallthatinthepreviousyears,thereusedtobeonlyone
licensed wooland mohairbrokerand auctioneer.However,underthe revised
legislation,morebrokersandauctioneershavebeenlicensed,resultinginmore
marketchannelsandmoreauctionstakingplace.Therehasbeenagreatsupport
from mohairbuyersinSouthAfricawhohavebeeninLesothotoevaluateandbuy
Lesotho’s mohair.More brokers are now investing in the sectorto increase
capacities.

58. Mr,Speaker,Iam pleasedtoannouncethatGovernmenton18th February
2020decidedtotakeresponsibilitytopayabout1,000farmersthatMaseruDawning
hadfailedto payontime.Paymentoffarmerswillbegintomorrow,Thursday.
Governmentalsodecidedtoundertakeaspecialstudytounderstandthepolicy,
technical,implementationandfinancialchallengesthatbesetthelocalisationpolicy.
Followingthisstudyandconsultationwithallstakeholders,Governmentwillmodify
thelocalisationpolicytocaterforthesmoothrunningoftheindustryandtoensure
thatfarmersgetthelargeoftheefforts.

Mining
59. Thediscoveryandthequantificationofmineralresourcesdefineanddrivethe
country’sminingpotential.Mineralsexplorationisthereforeanessentialprerequisite
tothedevelopmentofmineralindustry.However,lackofgeologicalandgeospatial
informationisamajorconstraintonLesotho’sabilitytomaximiseitspotentialfor
explorationofmineralresources.Duringthe2019/20fiscalyear,theMinistryof
Miningmanagedtocollect125samplesforanomalyareanumber7intheMohale’s
Hoekdistrictforverificationofpreviousresults.

60. MrSpeaker,theminingrevenuetargetforthe2019/20budgetyearwas
estimatedatM529.5million,wellbelow the2018/19collectionofM627million.
Surprisingly,forthefirstninemonthsofthefiscalyear,onlyM269.9million(43
percent)hadbeencollected.Thisisaresultofseveralunavoidablefactors,which
negativelyimpacted on globalmarketpricesfordiamonds.The totaldiamond
productionforJanuarytoDecember2019wasat1,104,215carats,comparedto
1,300,000caratsin2018.This15percentdecreaseismainlyduetoatwo-month
powerdisruptionattheLiqhobongmine.
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Tourism andcreativeindustries
61. MrSpeaker,sinceFebruary2019,theMinistryofTourism,Environmentand
Culturehasbeenreorganisinginternallyandre-organisingitsbudgetprioritiesto
deliveronitsprimaryeconomicmandate.The2020/21budgetwillseecompletionof
the new NationalMuseum and Semonkong TouristInformation Centre.In the
upcoming3-yearmedium term budgetframework,emphasiswillbemovedaway
from largecapitalinvestmentsandbegintofocusongreatermarketingofthe
countrytostimulatetouristnumbers,particularlyfrom SouthAfricaandtheSADC
regionaswellasmicrointerventionsinthe1Millionto5MillionMalotirange.Thisis
intendedtostimulateparticipation,visibilityandtheeconomicviabilityofmusic,film
andtelevision,fashion,theatreaswellasartsandcrafts.

62. TheSehlabathebeNationalParkanditsfullintegrationintotheTrans-frontier
ConservationAreawillreceivepriorityaswellastheenactmentoflegislationto
reducetheuseofplasticsandprotectbiodiversity.TheMinistryiscommittedtoa
comprehensiveand sustained programmeofenforcementofnew and existing
environmentallegislation.Thedeploymentofyoung peopleundertheGraduate
Programmewillbeutilizedtocreateaninspectorateandcomplianceunit.Revised
revenueestimatesfor2020/21includesubstantialincreasesinfinesforcompanies
and individualthatbreakenvironmentallaws.Ourcommitmentto cleaning up
Lesothoisaseriousone.

63. MrSpeaker,inordertopromoteandprotectauthorsandartists,theCopyright
Societyhasbeenestablishedandwaslaunchedthismonth.Respectforcopyrights
encouragesdisseminationofknowledgeandrewardscreatorsandtheirpublishers.

64. Thereviewandupdatingofthetourism policyhavebeencompletedandthe
tourism masterplanhasalsobeendevelopedtofacilitateinvestmentwithinthe
tourism andhospitalitysector.Aspartofimplementationofthetourism policy,the
Governmenthasundertakendetailedfeasibilitystudiesforinvestmentinthetourism
andhospitalitysectorinkeylocations,including,interalia:SaniTopEquestrianand
SkiResort;SemonkongWaterfallsResort;Lets’a-la–LetsieAdventureResort;Katse
Tourism Village;andMaseruCityTourRoute.

65. Thenextstepistoorganiseaninvestmentforum forpresentationofthe
findingsofvariousfeasibilitystudiesandvaluechainanalysisstudies.Toincrease
private sectorparticipation in the economy,the Ministryisaboutto complete
competitiveprocurementprocesstoconcessionoutthreeexistingtourism facilities
toprivateoperators.ThethreefacilitiesareLiphofung,BokongandSaniPass.

Agriculture,foodproduction,andclimatechange
66. MrSpeaker,Agricultureisgenerallyviewedasthemainstayofeconomic
growth and development,more especially due to its potentialin creating
employmentto morethan70percentoftheruralpoorwomenandyouthas
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indicatedintheNSDPII.Unfortunately,thesectorisalsohighlypronetoadverse
climaticconditionsthatwehaveexperiencedinrecentyears.Foodproduction
declined byan alarming 76 percentbetween 2018 and 2019 as a resultof
unfavourableweatherconditions,particularlydrought.Maizeproductiondeclined
from 110,000 tonnes in 2018 to 35,000 tonnes in 2019. Similarly,sorghum
productiondeclinedfrom 40,000tonnesin2018to1,000tonnesin2019.Planting
ofthe2020cerealcropstobeharvestedfrom April2020startedinOctober2019.
However,atthestartofthecroppingseason,rainfallamountswerebelowaverage
andtemperatureshigherthannormal.WeatherforecastsfortheperiodDecember
2019toMarch2020indicateahigherlikelihoodofbelow-averagerainfall,which
furthercreases the likelihood ofreduced harvestin 2020.Consequently,the
2019/20totalcerealimportsareestimatedat272,000tonnes,ofwhichmaize
importsare150,000tonnesand90,000arewheatimports.Aspartofthepolicyto
commercialiseagricultureand insulateagainstclimatechange,Governmentis
implementing SmallholderAgriculturalDevelopmentProgram,which aims to
supportfarm production,marketingofproduceandinsulatingfarmersagainst
climatechangeeventsthroughfinancialgrants.121Moregrantsamountingto
M37millionwererecentlyawardedtodeservingfarmers,whileastudyonirrigation
masterplanandinvestmentframeworkhasbeencommissioned.

67. TheMinistryisawareofthevulnerabilityoffarmersto extremeclimate
changeshocksandeffortsareunderwaytopromoteClimateSmartAgricultural
Practicessuch asirrigated crop production,protected agriculture,Conservation
Agriculture and encouraging smallholderfarmers to diversifyinto shortcycled
livestockproductionsuchaspoultryandpiggery.Atthenationallevel,Governmentis
undertakingstudiestodesignanirrigationmasterplanandinvestmentframework
andtheresultswillbepublishedinthecomingmonths.

68. MrSpeaker,onmarketingandoff-takearrangements,theMinistryofSmall
Business Development,Cooperatives and Marketing in its efforts to facilitate
marketingoftheKingdom’sproducefocusesonagriculturalproducts,particularly
vegetables,poultry and piggery,which representa niche marketforLesotho.
Agricultureemploysthegreaterpartofthepopulation,yetthesectorisfacedwitha
myriadofchallengesthatincludelimitedaccesstomarketinfrastructureaswellas
collectionandstoragefacilities,resultinginpost-harvestlosses.Asaresult,the
MinistryisintheprocessofconstructingaNorthernRegionFruitsandVegetables
FreshProduceMarketCentreatTsikoaneinLeribe.Theconstructionofthiscentre
shouldbecompletedbytheendofthecurrentFiscalYear.Themarketcentrewill
serveatleast400commercialfarmersintheNorthernRegionofthecountrythatis,
Mokhotlong,Butha-Buthe,andLeribe.TheMinistryiscurrentlyintheprocessof
engagingprivateoperatorswithrequisiteexpertisetorunandmaintainthismarket
centre.Plans are underway forconstruction ofSouthern RegionalFruits and
VegetablesFreshProduceMarketCentreinLitšoeneng,Mohale’sHoekandtobuild
PiggeryandPoultryslaughterhousesatHaFosoinMaseru.
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Informationandcommunication
69. MrSpeaker,toimplementphaseIIofthee-Governmentinfrastructureproject,
theGovernmentwillincreasebroadband coveragein ruraland unserved areas
throughconstructionof48mobilesitestoimprove4Gcoverageandsupportthe
completionofa96km OpticalGroundWire(OPGW)fibrenetworkfrom Romato
Thaba-Tsekatoimprovethequalityofservicesdeliveredtomobiledataend-usersin
theThaba-Tsekadistrict.

70. Governmenthasexpandedaccessforprivateradiostationssuchthatthey
canconnecttoLNBStransmitterscountrywide.Currently,LeribeandThaba-Tseka
havebeenswitchedonfrom theLancer’sGaptransmitter.Morestationswillbe
switchedonduringthecomingFiscalYear.

71. MrSpeaker,theroadtoapaperlessparliamenthasbegun.Allmembersofthe
NationalAssemblyand Senatewillreceivetheirtabletsto whichfutureHouse
documentationwillbedirected.InfutureallinformationrelatedtoHousebusiness
willbe ported from these devices.The Ministry ofCommunication willsoon
configurethedevicesandinstallrequiredapplications.Itishopedthateachmember
ofparliamentwillreceivetheirdeviceattheendofMarch2020.

Infrastructureservices
72. MrSpeaker,provisionofinfrastructure,notably,roads,bridges,electricity,and
waterarecriticalforbothaddressinghumandevelopmentneeds(goodhealthand
education)aswellascatalysingmuchneededproductiveinvestments.

73. AsmentionedinthepreviousBudgetSpeeches,infrastructureisstillcriticalto
enableinvestmentandmustthereforebecarefullythoughtout.Toachievethis,
Governmentwill,startingin2020/21,prioritiseprovisionofinfrastructurethathas
thehighestpotentialtoincreaseproductivityinkeyeconomicsectorsinorderto

drivetransformation.M100 millionhasbeensetasideto developadvanced
infrastructureprojectsidentified throughtheApril2019 investmentlaboratory.
ArrangementsareunderwaytosetupanationalDeliveryUnit,andtore-engage

PEMANDUtosupporttheinvestmentprocessandtrainthattheUnit’sstaff.

Roadsandbridges
74. MrSpeaker,Governmentis facing a painfulchallenge regarding road
construction.Giventhatresourcesarelimited,thereisneverenoughfundingfornew
roadsandmaintenanceatthesametime.Aprogram ofbuildingnewroadscomesat
theexpenseofmaintenanceoftheexisting road network.Maintenanceofthe
existingnetworkcomesattheexpenseofbuildingnewroads.Todate,Government’s
policyhasbeentobuildnewroadsandconsequentlytounderfundroadmaintenance.
Theresulthasbeenseverelydamagedroadsthatwillnotliveuptotheirdesigned
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lifespanandwillcost,itisestimated,nolessthanM12billiontorehabilitatethe
currentnetwork.Governmentisnow facingthedifficultquestionofthetrade-off
betweenmaintenanceandnewinvestmentsinroadconstruction.

75. Whilemullingthisconundrum,Governmentisassessingbundlingofnewroad
tenderswithmaintenanceplansforwhoeverwinsthetenders.Thiswillensurethat
constructioncompaniesconsidertherisksofpoorworkmanshipduringconstruction.
Forgravelroads,Governmentisconsideringintroducingtheuseofperma-zyme
bondingmaterialsintheconstructionofunpavedroadsinordertoincreasetheir
durabilityandmaintenance.

76. TheMinistryofPublicWorkshasintroducedtheconceptofanationalorbit,
whichentailsapavedroadnetworkaroundthecountryacrossallthe10districtsto
promote easierroad communication with the attendanthuman development
benefitsaswellastourism andagriculturepromotion.Themissinglinkinthisideais
the Bokong-Katse-Thaba Tseka-Mokhotlong and Thaba Tseka-Matebeng-
Sehlabathebe.Theseroadsareatdifferentstagesoffeasibilityanddesigns.During
thefinancialyear,theMinistryofFinanceandofPublicWorkswilllookathowthese
orbitconceptcanbefinanced.

77. TheconstructionofMarakabei-MonontšaandMpiti-Sehlabatheberoadsis
progressingsatisfactorilyandwithmorethan200peoplepresentlyemployedunder
bothprojects.Morethan35footbridgeswereconstructedwiththeassistanceof
World Bank in Maseru,Leribe,Berea,Mokhotlong,Quthing,Thaba-Tseka and

Mafeteng.Moreandmorebridgeswillbebuiltinthecomingfiscalyeartoease
movementofpeopleacrossourrivers.

78. TheMinistryofLocalGovernmentandChieftainshipiscurrentlyrehabilitating
andupgrading46.7kilometresofroadsinMaputsoe,MohalalitoeandTšosane-
Sekamaneng,which willbe completed in the coming FiscalYear.The current
program;whilstconstructionofruralroadsinalldistrictsisongoing.TheMinistry
hasassessedthestatusofitsroadconstructionequipmentandconcludesthatthe
machineryisstillingoodworkingconditionandthatshortagesoffuelinthepast
hashamperedprogress.Thisbudgetaddressesthislimitation.

79. Aspartoftheneedtoraiseadequatefundingforroadmaintenance,Cabinet
approvedin2018thattollratesshallbereviewedregularlytokeepupwiththecost
ofroadmaintenance.NewClass1(LightMotorVehicles)rateswillrisefrom M40to
M45;Class2(Medium HeavyVehicles)ratesfrom M80toM85;Class3(Large
HeavyVehicles)from M120toM125;andClass4(Extra-LargeHeavyVehicles)from
M280toM295.

Water
80. MrSpeaker,thereiscontinuedcommitmentoftheGovernmenttoincrease
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access to drinking waterin urban and ruralareas.The Government,with the
assistanceoftheWorldBankandEuropeanUnion,isimplementingtheLesotho
LowlandsWaterDevelopmentProject(LLWDP)PhaseII,whichwillbetreatingand
deliveringwatertodemandcentres.Itwillalsofocusonrefurbishmentofexisting
networksandboreholesandincreasecapacityofserviceprovidersandassociated
organisationstoplan,operateandmaintainwaterinfrastructure.

81. In this FiscalYear,the Governmenthas started implementation ofthe
construction ofwatersupply network in Mafeteng and Mohalès Hoek and
surroundingareasaswellasinHlotseandMaputsoe.Intheshortterm,WASCOwill
augmentwatersupply to Maputsoe by installation ofa package plantin an
endeavourtomeettheimmediatewaterneedsofMaputsoewhosewaterdemand
alreadyfarsurpassesthecurrentsupply.Thisisashort-term measuremeantto
improvewatersupplytoMaputsoeTownwhilethelong-term LesothoLowlands
WaterSupplyProjectwilltakelongertoimplement.

82. TheHlotseandMaputsoecomponentsoftheLesothoLowlandsWaterSupply
Projectwillabstractwaterfrom theHlotseriverintoatreatmentplantthatwould
conveywatertothesedestinationsandserveallthevillagesalongthepipeline.
Likewise,theMafetengandMohale’sHoekprojectwillabstractwaterfrom the
Makhalengconveywatertothetowns,whileservinginterveningcommunities.The
feasibilitystudyforthe construction ofMakhaleng Dam which willsupplythe
RepublicofBotswanawithsurpluswaterisongoing.

83. Consideringretailwaterservices,theWaterandSewerageCompany(WASCO)
isplanningtoimplementseveralimprovementsincludingbecomingprofitableby
2023,reducingnon-revenuewaterfrom 49percentto35percent;andreducingits
customerdebtdownfrom M140milliontoreasonableamounts,andstrengthening
itstechnical,operationalandmanagerialcapacity.
84. Notwithstandingthesechallenges,WASCOwillimplementtheGreaterMaseru
WaterSupplyProjectwhichwillconstructiontowardstheendoftheyeartoinstall
watermains,pumpstationsandstoragereservoirs.Theprojectwillbenefitthe
followingurbanareasofMaseru,HaMakhoathi,HaBosofo,PartsofMazenod,Ha
‘Masana,HaTsautse,Qoaling,HaTšiame,HaLesia,PartsofHaMabote,Partsof
Tšenola,PartsofHaFoso,Marabeng and Berea.Inaddition,theMinistriesof
FinanceandofWaterarefinalisingfinancingarrangementsfortheconveyanceof
watertothecommunitiesinMatsienganditishopedthattheprojectwillbeing
beforetheendofthiscomingfiscalyear.

85. WASCOwillembarkonaseweragereticulationnetworkinKhubetsoanaasa
continuationofGovernmenteffortstoimprovesanitationservicesinMaseruunder
MaseruWastewaterProject.
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Energy
86. MrSpeaker,2solarpowerstations—oneownedandtobeoperatedbyanew
governmententityandtheotheraprivateinvestmentby1Powerwillcommence
constructionduringthefinancialyearandwillbothbelocatedatHaRamarotholein
theMafetengdistrict.FinancingagreementhasalreadybeensignedwithChina
Eximbank,whilealetterofsupportisbeingnegotiatedwith1Powerandcouldbe
signedinthenextfewmonths.

87. BasedoncurrentstudiesandtechnologyLesothohashydropowerpotential
of164MW thatwillbefurtherexploredanddeveloped.Existingbasepowerof74
MW from ‘MuelaHydropowerStationplustheplanned100MW atHaRamarothole
aswellastheidentifiedhydropotentialwilllikelymeetLesotho’sfuturepeakdemand
estimatedat211MW.

88. Constructionof10mini-gridsand10energy-centresisplannedfor2020/21in
Mokhotlong,Thaba-Tseka,Mohale’s-Hoek,QuthingandQacha’sNekdistricts.This
willbringthemostneededelectricitysupplytotheseareaswhileeasingtheburden
onthealreadyexistingelectricitysupplysources.

89. MrSpeaker,only 43 percentofLesotho households are connected to
electricity.Cabinethasdirectedthatmeansbefoundtoexpeditetheconnectionof
theremaininghouseholdsaswellasallschoolandhealthcentres.

FinancialInclusionandfinancialSectordevelopment

90. Mr.Speaker,in recognition ofthe importance played by Micro finance
institutionsinpromotingaccesstofinanceinthecountry,particularlyforMSMEs
andtheunbankedpopulation,theGovernmentisengagedinreformsaimedat
levellingtheplayinggroundforMFIs.TheAmendmentstotheFinancialInstitutions
(Credit-Onlyand DepositTaking Micro-finance)Regulations of2014 thatwere
publishedinMay2018willplayavitalroleinthisregard.Theseamendmentsprovide
afoundationforoverhaulingtheMFIsandshallbefollowedbytherepealofthe
MoneyLendersActof1989whichisout-datedandobsolete.About40MFIhave
beenlicencedunderthenewregime.

91. TheMinistriesofFinance,ofSmallBusinessDevelopment,Cooperativesand
Marketing and the CentralBank ofLesotho conducted a nationalsectoral
assessmentonmicrofinancein2018.Thereportofthisassessmentwasadopted
bytheGovernmentandhasthereforebecomeabasisforthedevelopmentofa
microfinancescheme.Thedevelopmentofapolicyinsupportofimplementationof
themicrofinanceschemeisbeingfinalised.

92. AlsoapprovedistheFinancialConsumerProtectionPolicythatintroducesa
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frameworkfortheprotectionoffinancialconsumersinLesothoagainstbadmarket
conductpracticesbyfinancialinstitutions.Itfurtherprotectsfinancialconsumers
againstillegalorharmfulconductbymarketparticipantsthatprovidefinancial
productsandservicesonacommercialbasis.

93. Mr.Speaker,theMinistryofCommunications,ScienceandTechnologyis
alsogoingtodrivedigitalfinanceandfinancialinclusionbyimprovingaccessto
reliabledigitalservices,particularlyamongcitizenslivinginruralandunserved
areas.Thisistoprovideaccesstoadiverserangeoffinancialproductsand
servicesforindividualsaswellassmall,medium andlargebusinesses,throughthe
expansionofdigitalinfrastructureandservices.Thiswillleadtojobcreation,
improvedskillstoGovernmenttooverseeandimplementICTinitiativesandthus
contributetoLesotho’seconomicgrowth.

AllocationstoSocialInterventions

Educationandskillsdevelopment
94. MrSpeaker,the Ministry of Education and Training faced significant
challengesduringthe2018/19andinto2019/20fiscalyearswhichresultedinthe
overalldecreaseinthepassrateascomparedtothepreviousyears.

95. ItishoweverimportanttonotethatthisGovernmentacceptedthischallenge
whichemanatefrom poordecisionsandunaddressedproblemsofthepastand
resolvedtoaddressthem togetherwithteacherformationsandrepresentatives.
Arrearsdatingbackto2009wereacknowledgedandmillionspaidtoteachers;
teachercareerstructurewasreviewedandcompletedandhasaddressedteacher
concerns,andnew legislationthatstrengthensrecruitmentofprincipals,enhances
schoolgovernance,andreducespensionableagefrom 65to60hasbeensubmitted
toParliament.

96. MrSpeaker,itisinthebestinterestofthegovernment,fellowcitizensandthe
futuregenerationstomakesurethatsuchchallengesareavoidedgoingforward.To
thiseffect,fundshavebeensetasideforimplementationofnew teachers’salary
structure,teachers’training on new curriculum and EarlyChildhood Care and
Development(ECCD).ThestrategicobjectiveoftheMinistryistocontributetowards
humanresourcedevelopmentthroughinvestmentinthoseearlyagesthatarecritical
tobraindevelopment.Studieshaverevealedthatinvestinginthoseearlyagesbrings
remarkablereturnsoninvestmentduetolowrepetitionanddrop-outrates.Targeting
stuntingatearlyagesisalsocrucialforhealthybraindevelopmentwhichinturnwill
enhanceeffectivelearning.Stunting,ifleftunchecked,canresultinretardedlearning,
andmorewastageduetohigherdropoutandrepetitionrates.

97. Goingforward,theMinistryofEducationandTrainingwillin2020/21localise
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the3remainingsubjects,namelyInformationTechnology,BusinessEducationand
Economics.Itwillalsoreview thecurriculum anditsassessmentpolicyincluding
finalisationoftheamendmentoftheTechnicalandVocationalActof1984toreflect
moderntechnologies.

98. During2019/20,theMinistryofEducationandTraininghasaddedtwoto
threeadditionalclassroomsin23primaryschoolsand22Secondaryschoolsaswell
12sciencelaboratories.Thistremendoussuccessshouldbecomplementedby
additionalinvestmentsinpre-schoolfacilities.TheagreementwithTeacherunions
includedadditionalresourcesforearlychildhoodeducation.Governmentisworking
withUNICEFtodesignandfundanearlychildhoodcareprogram toberolledout
acrossthecountryinthenextfew years.Thismulti-disciplinaryprogram willalso
includenutritionprogrammestoensurebetterchilddevelopment.

Healthandwellness
99. MrSpeaker,abouthealthservices,LesothohasadoptedAgenda2030for
SustainableDevelopmentGoals(SDGs).TheMinistryofHealthisengagedinan
exercisetolocaliseSDG3“EnsureHealthylivesandpromotewell-beingforallatall
ages”.

100. Lesothoremainshighinthelistof30highTBburdenedcountriesintheworld,
withaslowlydecliningannualincidencesper100,000peoplefrom 665in2018to
611in2019.ThisslowdeclineisofgreatconcernasitrelatestoachievingtheSDG
3aswellastheEndTBStrategictargets.TheTBTreatmentSuccessRateisat70
percentasopposedtothetargeted90percentoftheDrugSusceptibleTB.Itis
notablethattreatmentsuccessforDrugResistantTBachieved77percentagainsta
targetof70percentfor2019.

101. MrSpeaker,toachievethe90percenttargetoftheDrugSusceptibleTB,the
governmentisintensifyingeffortstoreachthisdesiredgoalby:improvingqualityof
TBtreatment,referrals,supportandscreeningatcommunitylevel,entrypointsand
facilitylevel,to minimise losses ofpatients including children diagnosed;and
collaboratingwiththeMinistryofSmallBusinessDevelopment,Cooperativesand
Marketingtohelpcommunitiesestablishtheirowncooperativestoenablethem to
addresssomeofthedeterminantsofTBsuchashungerandpovertyand.improve
provisionofhealthservicestohardtoreachareasandimplementVillageHealth
WorkersPolicy.

102. MrSpeaker,comingnow totheissueofHIVandAIDS;theGovernmenthas
adoptedamechanism thatwillassistinmonitoringhowHIVinfectionsoccur.This
mechanism iscurrentlybeingpilotedinLeribeandwillinturnallowtheMinistryof
Healthtoidentifyhotspotsfornew HIVinfectionsinthecountry.DecencyTesting
willthereforebeutilisedbyhealthfacilitiestorespondefficientlyandeffectively
addressareaswithHIV hotspots.Itisworthmentioning thatfrom Januaryto
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October2019,about75,000HIV testswereconductedand25,000(30percent
increase)newpositivecasesidentified.
103. TheHIVprogrammehasrespondedtotheneedtoimprovethelivesofpeople
livingwithHIVbyimprovingthetypeofARVsprovidedinthecountry.Todate,224
health facilities,both publicand privateareproviding ART in thecountry.The
coverageofpeopleputonARTin2019is221,136(68percent)whichisa4percent
increasefrom 64percentin2018andaviralloadsuppressionof92percent.The
NationalHIVandAIDSpolicyhasbeendevelopedandvalidatedandwaslaunchedby
HisMajestyonthe29thNovember2019duringthecommemorationofWorldAIDS
Day,whichwashostedbySefikengCommunityunderthetheme:“Communities
makeadifference”.A costmulti-sectoralNationalOperating Planfor2020/21-
2022/23hasbeendevelopedanditwillbeutilisedtomobilisetherequiredresources
forthenationalHIVandAIDSresponse.

104. MrSpeaker,toensurethegovernment’scommitmenttowardsachievingthe
90-90-90targetthefollowingstrategieswillbeadopted:reduceHIVinfectionsby
scalingupmen,adolescentsandyouthfriendlyservicesforreducingnewinfections;
intensifytestandtreat,pre-exposureprophylaxis;intensifyindextestingandself-
testing;andNationalscale-upoftheHIVRecencytesting.

105. MrSpeaker,anotherareaofcriticalconcerniscancer.Thisisanalarming
healthchallengethatisclaimingmanylivesofBasotho.Toprovideaffordablecure
inthecountry,theMinistryofHealthisintheprocessofconstructingacancer
treatmentcentreaswellastrainingofradiationoncologistsandmedicalphysicists
indifferentAfricaninstitutions.TheGovernmentcontinuestosendpatientstoIndia
forcancertreatmentbutintendstobuildcapacityhereinLesothointhenearfuture.

Socialgrants
106. The Governmentcontinues to supportvulnerable groups ofthe society
throughdifferentsocialgrantprogrammes.Tothisend,thenumbersofbeneficiaries
undertheChildGrantProgrammehasincreasedfrom 37,775to41,095households
caringforvulnerablechildrenandthistranslatesto124,000childrenbenefitingfrom
theprogramme.Toimproveanddecentraliseservicedeliveryatcommunitycouncil
level,56AuxiliarySocialWorkershavebeenhired. Eachofthe64community
councilshasanAuxiliarySocialWorker.Intheprocessofmodernisingsocialgrant
systemsandexpandingitsreachtoultimatelycoverallcouncilsnationally,National
Information System forSocialAssistance(NISSA)hascovered therestofthe
councilsintheruralcommunitiesandtheplanistocollectdatafortheurban
councils.

107. MrSpeaker,youwillrecallthatinmylastBudgetSpeechIindicatedthatthe
AfricanCommitteeofExpertsontheRightsandWelfareoftheChildren(ACERWC)
officewillpermanentlyrelocatefrom Ethiopiato Lesotho.Itismypleasureto
announcethattheofficestarteditsoperationsasofJanuary2020.
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Sportsinfrastructure
108. MrSpeaker,thefinancingofsportinfrastructuretohostinternationalgames
hasgarneredconsiderablecontroversy.Cabinethasre-examinedtheproposalson
thetableandconcludedthatthehostingofgamesshouldbewithintheaffordability
oftheLesothofiscus.Consequently,thisbudgetincludesM339milliontocaterfor
infrastructure,logisticalandhostingcosts.Aninter-ministerialtechnicalteam has
been mobilised to lookatthehosting optionsthatareaffordableand can be
financedfrom thefiscusandnotthroughquestionableloans.ItappearsthatLesotho
shouldbeinapositiontohostthegameslaterthisyear.Goingforward,Lesotho
shouldpreparecarefullybothtechnicallyandtoensurethatnecessaryinfrastructure
ismadeavailableacrossthecountry.

AllocationstoGovernanceAgencies

Politicalandconstitutionalreforms
109. MrSpeaker,in the questforstable,peacefuland prosperous Lesotho,
Basothoembarkedonalong-awaitedjourneyofacomprehensiveNationalReforms,
the firstphase ofwhich was the execution ofthe Multi-StakeholderNational
Dialogue.TheOfficeofthePrimeMinisterhasbeencentraltothefacilitationofthe
nationalreform processesatbothstrategicandoperationallevel.Asanation,wewill
advancenowtonextphaseswhichincludeNationalReform Authorityinterpretation
ofPlenaryIIoutcome,followedbytheimplementationofthenationalreforms.
Towardsthisnobleinitiative,M37millionhasbeenallocatedtoensurethesuccess
ofthenationalreforms.

110. MrSpeaker,HisMajestyKing Letsie IIIhasrecentlybeen appointed as
chairpersonofHeadofStatesandGovernmentswhoaremembersoftheAfrican
LeadersforNutritionInitiative(ALN),setupbytheAfricanUnionCommission(AUC)
andAfricanDevelopmentBank(AfDB)tocurbmalnutritiononthecontinent.To
supportthisinitiative,FoodandNutritionCoordinatingOffice(FNCO)willcoordinate
theimplementationofcommunitynutritionprojectsinalltendistrictsinorderto
adhereandsupporttheadvocacy.

111. TheIndependentElectoralCommission(IEC)willcontinuetoaddressoneof
the nationalstrategic priorities for2020/21,which is to strengthen national
governanceandaccountabilitysystems.TheCommissionwillreviewanddemarcate
electoralboundaries,conductvoterre-registrationandharmoniseelectorallaws.

Publicsectorreforms
112. AspartofGovernment’seffortsto furtherimprove the PublicSector,a
biometriccensusofcivilservantsandcivilpensionerscommencedinJune2018and
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isnearingcompletion.Theobjectiveoftheexercisewastoimprovetheintegrityof
humanresourcesandpayrolldata. UsingtheApril2018payrollasbaseline,the
exerciseentailedenumerationandverificationofPublicOfficersandCivilPensioners’
informationsuchasstaffdetails,biometrics(fingerprint),personnelidentification,
employmentinformation,paymentdetails,academicdetailsandconfirmationof
appointment.ThecensushasprovidedanopportunitytotheGovernmenttocorrect
and update Human Resource and payrollrecord ofPublic Officers and Civil
Pensioners,and to removerecordsthatareunaccounted forand thuspresent
savingsnecessaryformanagementofthewagebill.TheMinistryofPublicService
hasmovedswiftlytoissueadirectivetoallHR personneltosuspendmonthly
salariesofallunaccountedrecordsforbothCivilServantsandCivilPensioners,and
inMarch2020,thoserecordsshallbeterminated.Theterminationwillalsoinclude
deceasedPublicServantswhostillreceivemonthlysalaries.

113. MrSpeaker,theGovernmentwillenhanceitseffortstoengageinrobustand
effectiveeconomicdiplomacyinordertoincreaseforeigndirectinvestment,tourism
andtrade.Toachievethese,Governmentwillcontinuetoengagekeydevelopment
partnerstomobiliseincreaseddevelopmentassistance.TheGovernmentwillreview
andrationalisediplomaticmissions;alignthecountry’srepresentationabroadwith
theongoingchangesininternationalcommunities;establishnewjointcommissions
with key and strategic countries;resuscitate and revitalise the existing joint
commissionstoachievethecountry’sdevelopmentobjectives.

Decentralisation
114. MrSpeaker,forseveralyears,Government’s efforts to implementthe
DecentralisationProgrammehavenotachievedmuchrealisableprogress.Duringthe
current Fiscal Year, work resumed to accelerate implementation of the
Decentralisation Policy thatwas adopted in 2014.Thus far,Governmenthas
identified seven pilotMinistries -Health,LocalGovernment,Forestry,Social
Development,Mining,EnergyandWaterinwhichworkhascommencedofmatching
human resources on the functions to be decentralized to LocalCouncils.
Furthermore,aConceptNotehasbeendevelopedforFiscalDecentralisation,which
willbe followed by developmentofthe requisite legalframework.A Fiscal
DecentralisationPolicywillbedevelopedduringthecomingyeartoguidePublic
FinancialManagementattheLocalAuthoritylevel.

115. Tobesuccessful,decentralisationmustbeaccompaniedbyprogrammesthat
improveandstrengthencapacityoflocalauthorities.DuringthecomingYear,the
MinistryofLocalGovernmentand Chieftainship willdevelop a nationalspatial
strategy,promotehousingpoliciesandreviewland,chieftainshipandhousingActs
andtheirsubsidiarylegislations.Toensureregulationofalllanddevelopment,urban
councilsweregazettedasBuildingControlAuthorityandsettlementlayoutplans
weredevelopedatQacha’sNek,Quthing,MafetengandLeribedistricts.
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116. ConstructionofTeyateyanengandMazenodCouncilOfficesandPrincipal
ChiefsOfficesatMaamaandMatsiengwillbecompletedinthecurrentFiscalYear,
whileconstructionofnew PrincipalChiefsOfficeswillcommenceatButha-Buthe
andMalingoanengaswellasCouncilOfficesattheMaputsoeUrbanCounciland
RatauCommunityCouncil.

117. MrSpeaker,thelong-awaitedcompletionoftheconstructionofTšifa-li-Mali
localcourtandtheRoyalPalacehasbeencompleted.Butha-Buthe,Tšakholoand
Mokhotlongpolicestationshavealsobeencompleted.In2020/21,Governmentwill
continuewithconstructionofSehong-hong,Semonkong,Mantšonyane,Thabana-
Morena,Qacha’sNekandSpecialOperationsUnit(SOU)policepostsandstations.
ConstructionofSenateChambersandofficesaswellasMaseruDistrictHospitalis
scheduledtocommencein2020/21FiscalYear.

YouthApprenticeshipandPublicWorksProgramme

118. MrSpeaker,theHousewillrecallthatduringthe2019/20BudgetSpeech,Iput
aproposalforwardfortheapprovalofM300milliontowardswhatIthenbelieved
wasanInternshipandPublicWorksProgramme.Throughfurtherresearchandthe
advice of stakeholders,we realised itwould be better suited as a Youth
ApprenticeshipandPublicWorksProgramme.Itisanewconcepttoourcountryand
itsinceptionwasfacedwithalotofchallengesbutwearenowatastagewherewe
cansafelysaywearereadytotakeupthischallengeandimplementitinthebest
interestsofBasothoyouthandallstakeholders.

119. Over15,500graduates,and87,000haveregisteredfortheapprenticeship
program.Thegraduatesaredominatedbytwodisciplines;namelyteachingand
admiration/managementprofessions.Weestimatethattheactualnumbersare
muchhigherbecausemanyyouthshaveapproachedtheministryindicatingthatthey
didnotknow aboutitorthoughtthatregistrationwaspoliticallymotivated.The
Ministryhasnow decidedtoundertakeandupdateregistrationinApril2020to
ensurethataccuracyofourstatistics.WearealsodiscoveringthattheLesotho
privatesectordoesnothavethecapacitytoabsorballthe3,500graduates,asonly
400havebeenabsorbedanditisnow incumbentongovernmentabsorbingthe
remainder.AstrategywillbehatchedsoononhowGovernmentcanaccommodate
theremaininggraduates.

120. Forthose withouttertiaryqualifications,the challenges are lighter.The
processofcallingthem totheirdutystationswithintheirconstituenciesisunderway
andweestimateallthe8,000youthswillhavereportedtoworkbytheendofMarch
2020.

Otherproposals



26

121. MrSpeaker,inanefforttoincreaseourdomesticrevenue,weproposethe
followingmeasureswhichwillbeimplementedinthecomingfiscalyear:

o 15LisenteincreaseonOilLevy;and
o 3percentand1percentadjustmentonVATonTelecommunicationsand

electricity,respectively.

122. MrSpeaker,IproposetothisHonourableHousethatthe2020/21salariesand
wagesbeadjustedby5percentacrossboard,tooffsettheprojectedinflationrate.
Toprotectthelowersalarygradesfrom theincreasedtaxburdenarisingfrom the
adjustments,itisproposedthatthetaxcreditofM800permonthbeincreasedto
M840permonthwhilethetaxbracketwillbeadjustedfrom M5,090permonthto
M5,350permonthonthelowertaxbracket.

123. TheOldAgePensioncurrentlystandsatM750permonth.Similarly,itis
proposedthattheOldAgePensionberaisedbyM50toM800permontheffective

from 1stApril2020asawayofprotectingthebuyingpowerofourseniorcitizens.

124. MrSpeaker,overthelast3fiscalyearsImadepromises,announcementsand
undertakingstoreform ournationaltaxpolicyandadministrationwiththeintention
to boostourcapacityto collectrevenue.Thisrequired theamendmentofthe
followingpiecesoflegislations:

o IncomeTaxActtoamongstotherintroducetheminingtaxationregime,
smallbusinesstaxationregimeandtoaddresstransferpricingrisks;

o VATActtoachieveforexample,exemptionofexportsfrom VATrather
thanthecurrentdispensationofzero rating,taxationofelectronically
providedservicesandreversechargemechanism forimportedservices;

o TaxAdministrationBillintendedtomodernize,streamlineandharmonize
ourtaxprocedure,suchasregulationoftaxagents.Furthermore,thisBill
seekstoprovidereliefoftaxincasesofserioushardship;

o Alcoholand Tobacco Levyto increase revenue collection which was
projectedtobearoundM 200millionannually.

125. However,noneofthesehavebeenachievedmainlyduetotheslow paceof
ourlegislativeprocesswhichhasresultedinfailuretoenactthenecessarylawsto
enabletheachievementoftheabovepolicyintentions.Consequently,thisBudget
doesnotproposeanynewtaxreform initiativesbutratherintroducesproposalsto
expediteimplementationofthepreviouslyannouncedtaxpolicyreforms.Tothisend
myfocusinthisBudgetistoproposereformstothelegislativeprocessinorderto
enablesynchronizationofthetaxpolicypronouncementsinthebudgetandthetax
law.Inparticular,Irecommendto theParliament,itsrelevantCommitteesand
Cabinettoinstitutionalizesessionsdedicatedexclusivelytodebaterevenuepolicy
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andpassrevenuelaws,immediatelyafterpassingtheBudget.Iam gladtoannounce
thattowardsachievementoftheaboveoutlooktheLesothoRevenueAuthority,the
OfficeofParliamentaryCounselandtheMinistryofFinancearealreadycollaborating
togiveeffecttotheseproposals.Withouttheaboverecommendationsourtax
system willremainunabletorespondtothedemands,opportunitiesandrisksposed
bythedynamicinterconnectedworldfinancialsystemsandcurbtransferpricing,
profitshiftingandtaxationofelectronicallyprovidedservices.

Conclusion
126. MrSpeaker,the2020/21budgetispresentedwithinchallengingdomesticand
externalenvironment.Our determination to stimulate our economy towards
economicgrowthandhumandevelopmentandachievefiscalsustainabilityrequires
sacrificefrom allofus.Wewillhavetoaddressinearnestanddueurgencythe
politicalinstabilitythatthreatentodestabilisegovernmentandthealreadybattered
economy.ItisthuscriticalthattheentireLesothopoliticalleadershipcanpausefor
amomentandseriouslyconsiderputtingthiscountryanditspeopleaheadof
personalinterests.Basothohavesufferedenoughandwouldliketoliveinacountry
thatisapeacewithitself.

127. Finally,MrSpeaker,IwouldliketoconcludemyspeechbythankingtheRight
HonourablethePrimeMinisterfor;theDeputyPrimeMinisterandchairpersonofthe
budgetcommittee,themembersoftheBudgetCommitteefortheguidancethey
haveprovidedtomeontheproposalslaidbeforeyoutoday;somemembersof
Parliamentwhovolunteeredideasandencouragement,myofficialsfortheyear-long
preparatoryandprofessionalworktheyhaveproducedforyourattentiontoday,all
officialsoftheGovernmentofLesothowhoparticipatedinformulatingtheproposals
inthisbudget,andfinallythemembersofthepublicwhosharedtheirideasand
frustrationinthedaysleadingtothisspeechthroughTwitterandFacebook.Where
possibletheirideashavebeenreflectedintheseestimates.

KhotsoPulaNala!
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ANNEXVII–POVERTYMAPINLESOTHO
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ANNEXVIII-PREVALENCEOFSTUNTINGINLESOTHO
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ANNEXIX-ACCESSTOEARLYCHILDHOODEDUCATION


